
An Introduction to the 
Advanced Placement Program®



What Are Advanced Placement® 
Courses?



• AP® courses are college-level courses offered in high 
school

• Courses reflect what is taught in top introductory college 
courses

• Students take AP Exams at the end of the course, 
measuring their mastery of college-level work

• A score of 3 or higher on an AP Exam can typically earn 
students college credit and/or placement into advanced 
courses in college 

Advanced Placement ®: The Basics



• AP Capstone: AP Seminar, AP Research

• English: English Language and Composition 

• History and Social Sciences: Human Geography, United 
States Government and Politics, United States History, 
Macroeconomics, and Psychology

• Math: Calculus AB/BC

• Sciences: Biology, Chemistry, Environmental Science

• Art: Art and Design

Our AP® Courses



The Pinnacle of Distinction – AP Capstone Diploma™ 
This challenging program helps students deepen their passion for learning, gives them 

greater confidence in their academic skills, and a broader perspective on their 
world.

Students who earn scores of 3 
or higher in AP Seminar and 
AP Research and on four 
additional AP Exams will 
receive the AP Capstone 
Diploma.

Students who earn scores of 3 
or higher in AP Seminar and 
AP Research will receive the 
AP Seminar and Research 
Certificate™



• Students learn rigorous college-level content and skills

• Taking AP is valued in the college admission process

• AP courses are interesting and rewarding academic experiences

• Opportunity to earn valuable credit and placement in college

 AP®: The Benefits



• Students who take AP courses and exams are much 
more likely to complete a college degree on time.* 
Graduating in four years represents a significant savings 
on the cost of college.

• Only 1 in 4 college students completes a bachelor’s 
degree in 4 years.

• The average cost of college for a single year is 
$23,410** for in-state schools (tuition, fees, 
room/board, misc. expenses). 

*College Outcomes Comparisons by AP and Non-AP High School Experiences, The College Board, 2008 
**The College Board, Trends in College Pricing 2014, Figure 1

AP® Helps Students Graduate on Time & Save Money



AP courses challenge students to work and participate at a 
higher level:

• Opportunities to explore topics in depth

• More time in and out of the classroom required to 
complete assignments and projects

• High expectations for critical thinking, analysis, synthesis, 
evidence, multiple perspectives, and clear written and 
verbal communications

AP®: A More Engaging Learning Experience



AP® Exams





AP® Exams

AP Exams are administered by schools worldwide on set 
dates in May each year. 

• Exams are typically 2–3 hours and include:

• Multiple-choice questions

• Free-response items such as essays, problem solving, 
document-based questions and oral response



Each college and university has its own policies regarding AP® 
credit and placement. The College Board offers information 
about AP credit at thousands of college and universities at 
www.collegeboard.org/apcreditpolicy.

Credit and Placement Opportunities

• Search by school name or alphabetically

• Data for each school includes a direct link to 
that school’s Web page detailing AP credit 
and placement policies

• A statement from the college or university 
about its AP policy

 

http://www.collegeboard.org/apcreditpolicy






● Last year the state of Tennessee changed the policy 
regarding the additional 5 points students could earn.

● Students must now sit for the exam in order to earn 
the additional 5 points.  The 5 points will be added to 
their cumulative grade. 

● The 5 points is not dependent on the student passing 
the exam.

Additional 5 Points



AP Classroom 



AP Classroom







AP at Fulton



● Freshman Year: AP Human Geography 
● Sophomore Year: AP Seminar, AP United States 

Government 
● Junior Year AP United States History 
● Senior Year: AP Macroeconomics, AP Research, AP 

Calc.
● Junior or Senior Year: AP Art and Design, AP 

Psychology, AP Environmental Science, AP Biology, AP 
Chemistry, 



Keep in the loop!



Questions and Answers



jonathan.egert@knoxschools.org
bevin.gresham@knoxschools.org

mailto:jonathan.egert@knoxschools.org
mailto:bevin.gresham@knoxschools.org

